Bis(cyclopentadieny1)mercury has previously been prepared from sodium cyclopentadienide and mercuric chloride in 20% yield1 and from thallium cyclopentadienide and mercuric chloride in 97% yield.2
shaken with exclusion of light. The reaction mixture became warm and a yellow solutiori formed quickly which was centrifuged in a stoppered tube. The solvent was evaporated under nitrogen a t reduced pressure a t room temperature. The yields of several preparations varied between 85 and 90%; m.p. 83-84' (with decomposition) (Found: C, 36.1; H, 3 . 2 . Calc. for CloHloHg: C, 36.3; H, 3.1%).
Procedure B.-Mercuric oxide (10.8 g, 0.05 mole) and cyclopentadiene (30 ml, 0.36 mole) were stirred vigorously with dry ice-acetone cooling while ammonia was condensed into the mixture. Gradually partial solution occurred, the ammonia layer turned green, and the orange mercuric oxide changed to a pale yellow solid. About 30 ml of ammonia were collected and the stirring continued for 1 hr. After completion of the reaction, nitrogen was passed into the mixture without further cooling until the ammonia and excess cyclopentadiene were volatilized. The last traces of volatile matter were removed under vacuum a t room temperature. The yield depended on the completeness of the conversion and was 90% or better. The product could be purified from any unchanged mercuric oxide by extraction with diethyl ether (Found: C, 36.2; H, 3.1%).
